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FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO  THE  ALBERTA  ECONOMY 


As  REPORTED  IN  THE  STATUS  REPORT.  THE  VALUE  OF  FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  TO  AlBERTANS 
EXTENDS  BEYOND  MONETARY  CONSIDERATIONS-    HOWEVER.  ECONOMIC  CONSIDERATIONS  ARE 
ALSO  PART  OF  THIS  VALUE-      THREE  WAYS   IN  WHICH  THE  AlBERTA  ECONOMY  BENEFITS 
ECONOMICALLY   FROM   THE   PRESENCE   OF   FISH   AND  WILDLIFE    IN   THIS   PROVINCE  ARE 
SUMTIARIZED  IN  THIS  REPORT-    THE  BENEFITS  ARE  EXPRESSED  IN  DOLLARS  OR  JOBS- 
ThESE  three  ways  ARE: 

(1)  Benefits  From  Subsistence  Use 

The  market  value  of  the  meat  harvested  by  Treaty  Indians  and  other 
subsistence  users,  who  have  the  historical  or  legal  right  to  gather  food 
ON  unoccupied  Crown  lands  and  on  other  lands  to  which  they  have  access,  is 

estimated  at  $8  MILLION  ANNUALLY-     ThIS  IS  BASED  ON  AN  ESTIMATED  HARVEST 

of  500.000  kg  of  fish  and  6.000  moose  annually- 

(2)  Benefits  From  Commercial  Use 

A  TOTAL  OF  12.766  COMMERCIAL  LICENCES  WERE  PURCHASED  BY  ALBERTANS  IN  THE 
FISCAL  YEAR  1983/84-  APPROXIMATELY  80%  OF  LICENCES  SOLD  INVOLVED  THE 
LICENCE  HOLDER  IN  CATCHING.  RAISING.  OR  MARKETING  FISH  AND/OR  WILDLIFE- 
The  REMAINING  20%  WAS  COMMERCIAL  ACTIVITIES  BASED  ON  RECREATIONAL 
ACTIVITIES.  E-G-    TAXIDERMY - 

The  NUMBER  OF  LICENCES  SOLD  CANNOT  BE  TRANSLATED  DIRECTLY  INTO  THE  NUMBER 
OF  FULL-TIME  JOBS  CREATED  AS  AN  INDIVIDUAL  MAY  HOLD  MORE  THAN  ONE  LICENCE- 
For  EXAMPLE.  AN  INDIVIDUAL  MAY  BE  A  COMMERCIAL  FISHERMAN.  A  GUIDE  OR  A 
TRAPPER.  DEPENDING  ON  THE  SEASON- 
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Benefits  From  Recreational  Use 


Residents,  non-resident  Canadians,  and  non-resident  aliens  reported  ' 
spending  a  total  of  $860  million^  annually  on  trips  taken  primarily 
TO  view,  fish  or  hunt  for  fish  and  wildlife  resources  in  Alberta-  This 
money  can  be  viewed  as  "tourist"  money  because  a  tourist  is  defined  as  any 
person  travelling  in  excess  of  80  km  (50  mi  - )  from  home  on  a  trip  for 

which  at  least  one  purpose  IS  PERSONAL  ENJOYMENT-  ThE  AVERAGE  DAILY 
EXPENDITURE  BY  CANADIANS  IN  AlBERTA  WAS  $^3  FOR  VIEWING,  W  FOR  FISHING, 

and  $72  for  hunting  (1980  dollars)- 

The  secondary  benefits  of  these  expenditures,  as  the  money  circulates  into 
associated  business,  generated  over  a  billion  dollars  ($1,047,479,451)  of 
economic  activity  and  created  33,730  full-time  jobs  (ma^j/years) 
About  70%  of  these  jobs  were  created  in  the  retail  sector  through 
purchases  of  equipment  used  primarily  for  viewing,  fishing  or  hunting 
WILDLIFE-    About  207o  of  the  jobs  were  created  in  transportation  and  the 

REMAINING  10%  IN  ACCOMMODATION  AND  FOOD  SERVICES- 


CONCLUSIOli 


The  subsistence,  commercial  and  recreational  use  of  fish  and  wildlife  provides 
significant  economic  benefits  to  the  provincial  economy,  especially  if  one 
considers  that; 

1.  THIS  IS  A  RENEWABLE  RESOURCE,  CAPABLE  OF  GENERATING  THIS  ACTIVITY  YEAR 
AFTER  YEAR  IF  PROPERLY  flANAGED,  AND 

2.  flANY  OF  THE  JOBS  CREATED  OR  HONEY  EARNED  OR  SPENT  IS  GENERATED  IN  AREAS 
WHERE  FEW  OTHER  ECONOfllC  OPPORTUNITIES  EXIST- 


3.     AS  THE  RESULT  OF  DIRECT  OR  INDIRECT  TAXES  50  CENTS  OF  EVERY  DOLLAR  SPENT 
ON  FISH  AND  WILDLIFE-BASED  RECREATION  BECOflES  GOVERNflENT  REVENUE^- 
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